WHAT IS THE AVERAGE LENGTH AND WIDTH OF ONEIDA LAKE?
Oneida Lake is 20.9 miles long and 3.8 miles wide.

WHAT IS A WATERSHED?
A watershed is the total land area that drains into a stream, river, or lake. The Oneida Lake watershed (as
displayed in this map) covers 872,722 acres and encompasses portions of five counties and 69 municipalities.
Surface water from this entire area drains into Oneida Lake. Land use and surface runoff throughout the watershed
has a direct influence on the lake's ecosystem. Protection of Oneida Lake, therefore, involves careful management
of land use activities throughout this region.

WHERE DOES ONEIDA LAKE WATER COME FROM AND WHERE DOES IT GO?
Lake water comes from surface precipitation and groundwater throughout portions of the five counties in the
watershed. Once it leaves the lake, water flows northwest and drains into Lake Ontario.

HOW MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF FISH ARE FOUND IN ONEIDA LAKE?
There are 75 fish species found in the lake, including walleye, yellow perch, bass, lake sturgeon, and common
carp. Oneida Lake provides anglers with more fish per acre than any other lake in the northeastern U.S.

CAN YOU NAME AT LEAST THREE INVASIVE SPECIES FOUND IN AND AROUND ONEIDA LAKE?
Invasive plants and animals found in this area include Eurasian water milfoil, zebra mussels, water chestnut,
European frog-bit, purple loosestrife, and starry stonewort. The introduction of foreign species often has a
negative influence on the type and abundance of native plants and animals.

WHO’S INVOLVED IN PROTECTING WATER RESOURCES IN THE ONEIDA LAKE WATERSHED?
The CNY Regional Planning and Development Board (CNY RPDB) and the Oneida
Lake Watershed Advisory Council work with many other organizations to protect
and restore water resources throughout the watershed. Call the CNY
RPDB at 315-422-8276 for additional information.

This placemat was produced by the CNY RPDB in cooperation with the Oneida Lake Watershed Advisory Council and the
Oneida Lake Association, and with funding secured by Congressman James T. Walsh through the U.S. EPA.
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